
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 105th

 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

S5527

Vol. 144 WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 1998 No. 69

House of Representatives
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 3, 1998, at 2 p.m.

Senate
TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 1998

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Holy Spirit of God, the greatest
Counselor in the world, we open our
minds, hearts, wills, and bodies to the
infilling of Your power. Infinite Intel-
ligence, grant us power to understand
Your solutions to our problems. Unlim-
ited Love, fill our hearts with healing
love from which deeper affirmation of
others may flow. Liberating Spirit, set
us free from the bondage of our wills
that makes us so intent on what we
want that we miss the guidance You
have for us. Artesian Strength, ener-
gize our bodies for the arduous pres-
sures of the day ahead.

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on
us. Peel back the icy fingers of the fist
of fear that hold our hearts in the grip
of grimness, that make us cautious
when faced by great challenges and
cause us to be timid in life’s testing
hours. Spirit of life, help us pull out all
the stops so You can make great music
of joy in our souls. Radiate Your hope
through us. Make us positive people
who are expectant of Your best for us
and our Nation. Give us the authentic
charisma that comes from Your grace
gifts of wisdom, knowledge, discern-
ment, and love. And so, lead on! This is
the day that You have made. We will
rejoice and be glad in You! Amen.

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able acting majority leader is recog-
nized.

Mr. HAGEL. I thank the Chair.
f

SCHEDULE
Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, for the

information of all Senators, today the
Senate will be in a period of morning
business until 10 a.m. Following morn-
ing business, the Senate will resume
consideration of S. 1415, the tobacco
legislation, with several amendments
pending. It is hoped that those amend-
ments can be dealt with in a timely
fashion so that remaining amendments
to the tobacco bill can be offered and
debated. The Senate will recess today
from 12:30 until 2:15 to allow the week-
ly party caucuses to meet.

Under a previous order, at 4 p.m., the
Senate will begin 2 hours of debate
equally divided on the motion to pro-
ceed to the nuclear waste bill. At 6
p.m., the Senate will vote on the mo-
tion to invoke cloture on the motion to
proceed to the nuclear waste bill. Fur-
ther votes could occur following the
cloture vote on amendments to the to-
bacco legislation or any other execu-
tive or legislative items cleared for ac-
tion.

As a reminder, the majority leader
has announced there will be no session
of the Senate tomorrow, Wednesday,
June 3, in honor of the passing of our
former colleague and friend, Barry
Goldwater.

I thank my colleagues for their at-
tention.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HUTCHINSON). Under the previous order,
the leadership time is reserved.
f

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will now be a
period for the transaction of morning
business not to extend beyond the hour
of 10 a.m. with Senators permitted to
speak for 5 minutes each.

Under the previous order, the Sen-
ator from Nebraska, Mr. HAGEL, is rec-
ognized to speak for up to 10 minutes.

Mr. HAGEL. I thank the Chair.
f

GLOBAL RELATIONS

Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I re-
turned Sunday night from a 9-day trip
to Turkey and central Asia. I would
like to share with this body and my
colleagues some observations from that
trip and of the last year and a half.

There are dangerous and serious
events and conflicts occurring all over
the globe today. The most urgent and
most immediate has occurred in Paki-
stan and India, but beyond Pakistan
and India, beyond the subcontinent of
Asia, we find a continuing problem
with the Asian financial crisis through-
out Southeast Asia, IMF funding,
China MFN status, China technology
sales, Russia-Japan economic trouble.
We are in terrible trouble in the Middle
East peace process, probably at its low-
est ebb since the process began; Bosnia-
Kosovo, east Africa, central Asia where
there is fighting now in the northwest
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corner of Georgia; Azerbaijan and Ar-
menia are at war over Nagorno-
Karabakh, and other areas of the world
that are of great concern to the stabil-
ity and concern of the world.

These situations are all connected.
We must develop a foreign policy that
captures the completeness of this
interconnect. We also must tone down
our rhetoric and speak and act respon-
sibly. Actions have consequences.
Words have consequences. Words have
consequences especially overseas. We
are seeing a geopolitical, military, and
economic structure shift like the world
has never seen. With diffusion of power
across the globe, stability and security
and peace with new alliances and new
alignments become critical to our fu-
ture, the future of the world.

One element of our foreign policy—
sanctions—needs to be reviewed. Sanc-
tions without our allies’ support do not
work. We are living in a different
world. Sanctions are of limited value.
Withholding MFN status from China
accomplishes what. Withholding addi-
tional IMF funding accomplishes what.
We will soon be debating in this body
religious persecution legislation to ac-
complish what. We are playing a very
dangerous game here. Isolating our-
selves where we have very little lever-
age over other countries and isolating
other nations by driving them further
away makes no sense to our national
interests and the interests of the
world.

This may be the most important
time since World War II when a strong
bipartisan, a strong bipartisan Amer-
ican foreign policy is required. The
world has changed at a rate unseen and
unparalleled in the history of man.
This complicates how we deal with cri-
ses and problems and relationships.
Technology and communications have
changed the dynamics of the world. We
must bring together the world’s inter-
ests—not at the expense of national
sovereignty. America’s strategic triad
for the next century is a strong na-
tional defense, a strong trade and for-
eign policy, and a strong economy. And
I will have more to say about that
later.

Congress must be very careful in
what we say and what we do as we pro-
ceed along a very dangerous path. We
must be careful not to weaken or neu-
ter the President in front of the world.
The world is very dangerous and unpre-
dictable. Congress must not micro-
manage foreign policy. I have been as
outspoken as any Senator on this floor
about the concerns and the differences
I have with this administration on for-
eign policy. It is the responsibility of
the Senate to question that, to probe
that. But we have to understand that
whatever we say and do has con-
sequences, reverberations, ramifica-
tions. America must speak to the world
with some sense and some semblance of
unity. We cannot allow our foreign pol-
icy to unravel before the eyes of the
world during a very dangerous time.
The world needs American leadership,

consistency, presence and engagement.
Without it, without American leader-
ship, the world becomes an even more
dangerous place.

America must show the world that it
is resolute about its basic beliefs and
freedoms and human rights and God-
given rights. But we must do it smart-
ly, effectively, and with the objective
of realistically and truly changing the
world for the better. Not headlines, not
resolutions, not campaign promises,
but understanding what this arch is
about: to get on the other side of true
change, to alter the behavior of totali-
tarian, authoritarian governments.
America will find itself isolated in the
word if we continue to moralize to oth-
ers and force every aspect of our life-
style and our way of life on others as a
blueprint for their lives and societies.

Again, Congress must be very careful
as we proceed. Nations, like individ-
uals, lead by example and force of char-
acter.

Mr. President, I yield the floor. I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SANTORUM). Without objection, it is so
ordered.
f

DEVASTATING STORMS IN
MICHIGAN COMMUNITIES

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, yes-
terday I toured the Michigan commu-
nities of Walker and Merrill, two of the
cities in Michigan which suffered con-
siderable destruction from severe
storms that swept through our State
on Sunday. These storms devastated
communities ranging from Grand Tra-
verse County, which is up in the north-
west part of our State, to Kalamazoo
County, which is in the southwest part
of our State, as well as from one side of
the State, the west side, all the way
across to Wayne County in southeast-
ern Michigan.

According to the latest count, four
people were tragically killed as a re-
sult of these storms. Thunderstorms,
with winds of more than 90 miles per
hour, knocked out power to over 860,000
homes and businesses. As of last night,
more than 300,000 were still without
power. School districts in Oakland and
Macomb Counties closed schools be-
cause they had no power. In Walker,
MI, which I visited, the local officials
told me approximately 60 people had
been injured. Estimates of the costs are
still coming in. In the village of Spring
Lake in West Michigan, for example,
the village manager has estimated mil-
lions of dollars in private and public
losses.

Having seen firsthand the destruc-
tion wrought by this severe weather, I
would like to say two things. First, as
an elected official, I pledge to do every-

thing I can to make available all pos-
sible resources of the federal govern-
ment to those who need help. Second,
as a citizen of Michigan, my thoughts
and prayers are with the friends and
families of those who lost their homes,
and especially those who lost their
lives.

Today I will contact with the head of
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA). My first priority is to
deliver to FEMA a damage assessment
and formally request that the federal
government move forward in helping
these communities. In the difficult
days ahead my offices in both Washing-
ton and Michigan will offer assistance
to all who need help in the complex
process of securing federal aid.

While touring Walker and Merrill I
witnessed awesome destruction; entire
properties—farm barns and homes—
were reduced to rubble by the forces of
Mother Nature. However, the greatest
impression left upon me came from
talking with government officials,
emergency workers, local volunteers
and affected residents. Every individ-
ual I encountered exhibited the same
optimistic determination to recover
and to rebuild. It is my intention to
make certain the federal government is
a proactive partner in this effort.

I yield the floor.

f

PACIFIC LINK INTERNATIONAL
EXCHANGE STUDENTS

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I rise
today to commend a student program,
the Sino-American Youth Conference,
sponsored this summer by Pacific Link
International Exchange Students
(PLIES). PLIES is a Christian ministry
with the worthy goal of providing a
cultural experience in the United
States to students from the People’s
Republic of China.

Student from China have long stud-
ied in the United States, and the ex-
change of young people between our
two countries has done much to in-
crease our mutual understanding and
to advance liberty in China. PLIES
hopes that its hosting of the Sino-
American Youth Conference in Wash-
ington, D.C. this summer will continue
that positive tradition of exchange by
allowing Chinese students to witness
first hand the workings of democracy
in our nation’s capital.

Young people from China and the
United States will be shaping the fu-
ture of both of their respective coun-
tries. The exchange of ideas and the
building of friendships facilitated
through the PLIES program will bene-
fit China and the United States in the
years ahead.

The staff of PLIES are to be con-
gratulated for their work in China and
their commitment to furthering dia-
logue between our two countries. I ex-
tend my welcome to the students from
China participating in the PLIES pro-
gram. May your time in the United
States be fulfilling and beneficial.
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